May 7, 2001

From the Edge: Automating Printer Selections

Section: New CVAL, GETVAL and #LIST Commands
Chapter: Running R:BASE Your Way!

Platform: R:BASE 2000 (ver 6.5++) for Windows
Build: 1.840JxRT03 and Higher ...

With the introduction of new CVAL and #LIST commands in R:BASE 2000 (ver 6.5++) for Windows, here is
how you can automate the printer selection before printing any REPORTS or SELECT output options!

Easy Steps:

01. Set R:BASE 2000 for Windows Environment

02. Get Database QUOTE Setting

03. Pre-Define All Required Variables

04. Find Windows Default Printer

05. Get List of All Windows Installed Printers

06. Determine the number of lines to be displayed in CHOOSE window
07. Give user the option to select printer from the list
08. Change Printer Accordingly

09. Send Output to the Selected Printer

10. Switch back to the Windows Default Printer

Sample Code:

-- AutoPRN.RMD - Automating Printer Selections
-- Running R:BASE Your Way!

-- 01. Set R:BASE 2000 for Windows Environment
CLEAR ALL VAR

SET CAPTION " '

SET RBGSI ZE CENTER CENTER 800 600

CLS

PAUSE 3 USING ' Pl ease Vit ..." AT 16 30

-- 02. Get Database QUOTE Setting
SET VAR vQuot eNane TEXT = QUOTE

SET VAR vQuote = (CVAL(.vQuot eNane))

-- 03. Pre-Define All Required Variables
SET VAR vW nDef aul t Printer TEXT = NULL

SET VAR vPrinterList TEXT = NULL
SET VAR vLines INTEGER = 1
SET VAR vTenpPrinter TEXT = NULL

-- 04. Find Windows Default Printer
SET VAR vW nDef aul t Printer

SET VAR vW nDef aul t Printer

(CVAL(' CQurrentPrinter'))
(.vQuot e+. vW nDef aul t Pri nt er +. vQuot e)

-- 05. Get List of All Windows Installed Printers
SET VAR vPrinterList = (CVAL('Printers'))
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-- 06. Determine the number of lines to be displayed in CHOOSE window
VWHI LE (SSUB(.VvPrinterList, .vLines))

SET VAR vLines = (.vLines+1)

ENDVWH LE

I F vLines > 20 THEN
SET VAR vLines = 20

ELSE

SET VAR vLines = (.vLines -1)

ENDI F

I'S NOT' NULL THEN

-- 07. Give user the option to select printer from the list

CLs

CHOCSE vTenpPrinter FROM #LI ST . vPrinterLi st AT CENTER CENTER +
CHKBOX 1 TITLE ' Select Printer'

+

CAPTION 'Currently Available Printers' +

LI NES . vLi nes FORVMATTED

IF vTempPrinter = NULL OR vTenpPrinter = '[Esc]’

PAUSE 2 USING 'No Printer Selected!'’

QOTO Done
ENDI F

SET VAR vTenpPrinter = (.vQuote+. vTenpPrinter+. vQuote)

-- 08. Change Printer Accordingly
PRNSETUP & TenpPri nt er

-- 09. Send Output to the Selected Printer

QUTP PRI NTER

PRI NT Report Nanme WHERE ... CORDER BY ...

QUTP SCREEN

or

SET VAR VRBGLines = (CVAL(' LINES'))

SET LINES O
QUTP PRI NTER

SELECT Col Nanel1=10, Col Name2=16, Col Nane3=20=S +
FROM Tabl eNanre WHERE ... ORDER BY ...

QUTP SCREEN
SET LI NES . vRBA.i nes

-- 10. Switch back to the Windows Default Printer

PRNSETUP & /W nDef aul t Pri nt er

LABEL Done
CLEAR ALL VAR
QU T TO Mai nMenu. RVD

Feel free to make any adjustment(s) accordingly!

THEN
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